
On Wednesday mornings, down at the tip of Kanhattan 

at South Ferry, you oan see a group of tiny, almond-eyed 

Japanese, most of them women, some with children at their 

sides, and all of them carrying bundl.es under their arms, 

waiting early at the ferry gate for the quarter-to,,;.ten 

boat that shuttles to and from Ellis Island. These are 

wives, ob1ldren, and friends of the two hundred,i,.odd Jap

anese enemy aliens who have been detained at Ellis Island 

for 1nweat1gation. Some of these women are smartly 

dressed wives of bankers and business executives; others 

are relatives of leas affluent internees. at their 

neat b\llldlea they have packed oleo shirts, underwear, 

slippers, pajamas, shaving cream, tobaooo, oandy, news-

papers, a book - some little item to make the detention 

more comfortable. Patiently they wait their turn: for the 

precious thirty minutes they are allowed •t~b their loved 

ones. They do not understand too clearly why their men 

have been taken, nor have they flllly overcome the impao~ 
I 

of the war, but they do know that this !!. war·, and they 

are grateful they can have this mid,.,,weok visit. 
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The roun~p of Japanese enemy al.tens in the •• York. 

area was· done in a sweep, quickly and aystematioally. On. 

that fateful Sanday night, some were tat•• By the week'• 

end all of them were checked in at • · 111s Island. Through• 

out'- the entire community, the mayor"s early order ~hat all 

enemy aliens remain in their homes was strictly observed. 

A few, overw:mxioua, innooent · Japaneae nationals, confounded 

by the suddenneu and shook of . the rapid events, packed 

suitcases and waited for federal agents who never arrived 

t ·o pick th• up. In every home where a Zapanese nat tonal 

resided, the sound of a door8bell, or telephone, brought 

anxious moments to every member of the household. But 

where the men were taken or where they were merelr questioned, 

eve~yone in the community was impressed and heartened by the 

sanity and consideration shown by the federal authorit1eae 

The ■en taken into custody at Ellis Island included 

first, the important director& of information and commercial 

agencies which were directly sponsored by the Japanese govi

ernmenta, and alao certain newspaper correspondents of Jap..,. 

anese newspapers. Hext were the exeoutiTeB of different 

Japanese banking houses, and a large group of business me111. • 

importer■, brokers, treaty merchants. Then, ~here were the 

heads of the local Japanese Aaaociatlon, and other res-. 

ponsible officers of certain community organizations which 

had close ti►ups wt th the Japanese Consulate here in the 

city. The rest were an assorted group of students, pro-
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f esslonal men, menial workers, drifters, -1oae indi,ridual 

status required clafification0 There were several inst&nce• 

where American-born citizens were detatned because they were 

unable to produce their birth cert if t.~u. Bu,; in the ma- • 

jority of oases, the federal autnorities have par,;icular reasons 

for the internment of each individual taken in. 

To this smallland dispersed Bew York. Japanese oommunt•y, 

which has diminished from some three thousand to about a 

thousand five hundfed persons within the last two or three· 

years, the repercussions of Pearl ftarbor haYe been devastating. 

&part -rrora ,;he emotional distress caused by the unexpect-

ed •sneak" attack by the Japanese raiders on December 7th, 

the break of hpetilitiea, translated in terms of jobs and 

economi"o dislocation, has meant the immediate loss of jobs 

for over a hlllldred nisei (Americans of Japanese raoe) wba 

had been employed by Japanese firms in the city, leaving 

them with the dim prospect of finding jobs elsewhere. It 

has meant that some forty tf fifty ~amilies ha,re been broken 

up, where the head of the houe has been taken to the island 

and the wife and children have been left almost completely 

helpless, to their own limited resources. It has meant also 

the closing down of a good number of restaurants, aandWich 

abopa, and other small businesses operated by Japanese, 

creating an inminent problem of unemployment invol,ring 

some fi,re hundred or so restaurant workers scattered throug~ 

out the oity and its environs. It has meant the •1scharge 
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of many domest 10 servant a working in American homes, and tllreat ena 

to out the means of livelihood for some two hundred family-. 

oooka, butlers, hcuseboya, and general houseworkers. 

ilready, from this segment of restaura.nt workers and 

domestic servants, ther are over a hundred who are in des~ 

perate need, who are hungry, -confused, and broken in spirii 

At the looal ~apaneae employment agencies~ you can find huddled 

groups of little brown men • chefs, countermen, wattere,, 

butler•, ohauffera, di•ouasing in their familiar provincial 

dialect, ways and means of how- to meet the future. One of ·; 

them says, seriously enough, "Let's break some store windows, 

and get ourselves put into jail. At least we oan be sure of 

food and a place IO sleep if we•re looked upl• Or another 

says, •we should all go downto the FBI headquarters, and d&o, 

mand that they t alee us to Ellis Island.• The confused and 

harassed little minds jump from one fantastic scheme to 

ano'ther. Bow to meet the fumire? What to do? Yet no 

windows are broken. A few try the J'BI but are told they are 

not suspicious oharcters, and therefore not wanted. There 
Who 

is still another/bides his time, eating meagerly, and sleep-

ing at a friend's in an extra room where four others like 

himself share two make-shift beds. Tbe si;ories they hear 

and tell, of violence suffered by the Japanese, of recent 

auidides, and of hardships among their friends, disturb no 

end, but dis'traot them. And they derive curious pleasure 

when th~ hear that the 'big' business men over at Ellis 
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Ieland have been reduced to washing their ..JW?l laundry, and 

making their own beds. And so they coop themselves up in 

their rooms, going out only under cover of night. 

Of the hundred and fifty nisei ot working age in the 

metropolitan area, more than half are originally from the 

west coast - from Seattle, San Franoisoo,-Los Angeles, and 

there are others from the mid-west and Hawaii. Kost of these 

recent Rew Yorkers 11 ve in mid-town furni·shed rooms, or re81denoe 

clubs, paying from five to eight dollars weekly, and eating 

most of their meals out. Rative easterners, for the most 

part, live with thtir families, and in some instances are 

the aole aupport of the family. The girls are typists, steno

graphers, filing clerks, etc. Several gitls have preparetl 

for dressmaking and fashion designing. One or two are in 

nursing, but for the most part, nisei women are engaged in 

office work. The Ken, the majority of whom are college 

graduates, are also in the commercial field - traffic men, 

salesmen, shipping clerks, aooountante, and minor execut1Tea. 

These men and women have been working in banks, steamship 

companies, silk houses, wholesale memchandise houses, import

export bureaus, denta1 laboratories, and other businesses 

opera'ted by Japanese. 

In the past, the demand for nise labor by the various 

Japanese firms in the city has always exceeded the supply. 

As a result, many west coast nisei oame nooking East to 

find jobs here. But with the definite rise of the militarists 
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1n Japan, and the widening of the rift 111 United 81.aliea

Japan rela~1ons, linere was a drasliic decline in the business 

aotivity of Japanese commercial houses in America. Ever 

since the abrogation af the 1911 trade treaty in 1939, and 

the various restrictions on Pacific trade in the following 

months, climuing With the freezing order in the summer of 

1941, the employment situation of the nisei in the metropoli" 

tan area, became more and more preclar1ous. Although to a 

few nisei it became increasingly clear· that they oould no 

longer depend on Japanese firms for employmeat, most of them. 

continued to feel secure 1n their jobs in Japanese companies, 

hoping somewhat wishfully that Paoific relations would take 

a turn for the better. 

The war, therefore, found these more or less oomplaoent, 

lower middle-class, white-collar workers utterly unprepared, 

• psychologically and economically. The million and one oo!!li

monplaoe things that one goes throuah daily - riding subways, 

shopping, eating in restaurants, were no longer little things 

for these slant-eyed, parchment-skinned Americans. The 

inquisitive stares, verbal iuneundoes and sly insinuations 

of the man-onwthe-street have become part and parcel of the 

nlsei•s existence ever since the 7th of December. The 

larger, more basic task of getting jobs in American industry 

and business, has been for most nisei, a new experienoe • 

complicated now by war nerves, emotional prejudice, and 

unenlightened patriotism. They must be prepared to hear 

outright refusals, polite excuses, and every form of job 
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brush-offs, anu through all of this, oont _Jue to maintain 

in their own attitude and thinking, a prespecli ive that is 

neither embittered nor warped. Rot even in govenmenli pro

jects or civil service will they find positions too rapidly. 

The Governmenli has taken a highly oautios policy, and are 

accepting nisei in responsible posiliione only after rigorous 

examination, if at all. The reoen't aetion taken in the 

State of California, inviting all county and city employee• 

to take leaves of absence for the duration of the war, in,,. 

dicatee clearly how far the polioy tor precaution has gone. 

One of the lesser not1oed dislocations caused by World 

War II, bas been the virtual disoontinuanoe of foreign missions 

activities of the different Protes'tant church boards, and 

has meant the sudden recall of many field workers from the 

troubled areas of the world. It bas been eomething of a prob

lem to utilize.: adequately these hard-working missionaries 

who have been so loxw away from their native America, and 

who were so rudely cut erom their chosen tasks in foreign 

fields. In the oase of missionaries returning from Japan, 

some have been absorbed by the Japanese work here in AmerioJ, 

among the Japanese residents and nisei. When the war came, 

these missionaries were among the first to volunteer their 

time and energy to render aid to the many uprooted lives 

in the Japanese communitt•• throughout the country. Here, 

in N• York, individual volunteers from different denomi

national groups, at once set out on visitations to the 
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scatteres an~ perplexed families in the Jtropolitan areae, 

and through their genuine understanding and sympathy brought 

immeasurabJ,e assuranoe to many homes. Through these personal, 

first-band contacts With distressed stay~lns, and through 

expluatory talks with leaders of local Japanese churcheu 

and other oommuni~y organization• (who were themselves at 

a loss as to how they could meet the daily uporop of pro't),,J,. 

lem facing the Bew Y•rk Japanese oommuni,;y, were roughly 

diagnosed. 

A more tormal •Bew York CUurcll Oommitt•o for Japanese 

Work" was organized fro1n this nuoleus of individual, volun .. 

teer workers, with representatives of the Methodist, Dutch 

Reformed, , on the executive board; the ministers 

of the Protestant Japanese ohurohes, the Budhist priest,, 

are part of the Oommittee in the capacity of 

oonaultanta. Throu~ it oontaots with the Federation of Probe-. 

tant Welfare, the Ohuroh Oommittee was able to 9tt•tetae•!&~!lg 

~!•feoo-a&e91111dMMft8••ttB•tn&•9et,ltt~efft•e!•Wt!flte•te 

make arrangements with the Department of Welfare to set aside 

lodging and food aocomodatione for destitute, single, unattach

ed men; and through the Community Service Society and other 

local social agencies, it has helped a num-er of families 

whose savings have been exhausted. Supplementing its wel-

fare work, the Committee has also been oooperaUng with 

the federal authorities in supplying interpreters and 

contaot j8&,?• persons, in connection with the hearings of 
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tbP. F.'111a IslPnd lntemee . 

At present. an intensive st1dJ of voo t1onnl training 

nd ra-fl!l't!ploymeJlt pneaibilities, for both alien n tit"ln lCJ 

and Amerloitn o1t1iens, ls undenay. Th Ootr.iittee ie 

keRnly aware ot the unpre~edented diff1oult1ea involved in 

th1e vroblem of pel'ftlanent jobs. It entertains no rosy 

not1,..no ~out the futul'e . But tbe m~ and women on tbie 

•erie!s• comr.cittee, a.J'e detemlned to t10 all t'hev o n for 

th~se nnn-oomb tt nt v1ot1mc of r. r, tbRt they may keep 

body ,md soul fr went . 

••••••••••••• 
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Clarence E. Pickett, Secreta ,L 1 

American Friends Service Committee, 
20 South 12th Street, 
Philadel phia, Pennsylvania. 

Dear Friend, 

Yesterday a telegram came ~rom my husband saying that he had been 
informed by the Parole Division Office 'bh .. Ellis Island that he is to be releas~..t 
withini a few days, so at least we know that the word has f inally come through 
from Washington. Things move slowly but we can be thankful that the:vh,re movinf 
i1the right direction\ • - / • 

The question of a sponsor is being considered nmw and as thee offered 
the services of the Service Committee in that regard earlier theei may hear : , 
from the Parole Division soon. I was speaking with He rman Cope and Passmore 
Elkinton tonight. Their names are also being considered and they had recmmved 
very complicated forms to f ill out and ret ur n to the Parole Division. It seem 
that the sponsorship is gming to be a much greater responsibili ty than was ap
iparent and if thee feels - if and when thee receives the forms - that it is 
too much fior any member of the Staff of the Service Committee to undert~ke 
please don't hesitate to say so. 

When I spoke to thee a week ago - was it?- I neglected to tell thee 
of the information given to me by Reverend Shimi2U, Japanese pastor of the 
Japai'christian Institu~e, 350 East 57th Street, New Yor k City, concerning 
the situation of Jananese relief , in New York. I saw h i m at Ellis Island end 

.r;,Olftle T,;-aa. :r.,ri • "I: he told me that a she ter"nad oeen establ i shed finally for Japanese destitute 
on 23rd Street between First and Second Avenues, N. Y. C. wh i ch is a.1pervi sed 
by the Calvary Episcopal Church assisted by the city. It was able to accomo
date about sixty people but them had about half that number . It provides two 
meals and lodging. Lunch I believe was to be pbtained at the Calvary Chur~ h . 

Mr. Shimizu seemed to fee l that the situation was becoming more 
favorable as many were being taken back at their reguaar occupations. 
Mr. Shirato whom I spoke to thee of ealier had practically the same informtion 
but I did not hear from again. 

One more matter : thee spoke ofi wanting a Jap3.nese to serve in the 
capacity of butlS!:,_Of~neral helper at thy home and I have asked several 
including Mr. Sh!mizu.-'\with no results so far . The latter told me that the 
three or four possibilities in his church are afraid to leave New York now 
while things are so uncertE1in even thou@1 they have no work. I don't quite 
get their reasoming as I should t h ink work would be of prime importance. 
I am wiiting Mr . Shimizu to inquire a gain if there are any othe~ possibi lities 
and will let thee know the answer as soon as I hear . 

Sincerely thine, 

-?lf ""t ~ ~ 
Mary Outland Katsukic 
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SPECIAL NOTICE 

There will be a special meeting , Tuesday evening, 
March 24, at 8:00 P. M. in the Friends Meeting House, 15th 
and Ra ce Streets , under the auspices of the American Friends 
Service Committee , the Philadel phia Fellowship Commission, 
t he Commi ttee on Race Relations , and the Mission Board of 
the Religious Society of Friends in Philadelphia and Vicinity. 

The topic under discussion will be 

JAPANESE SITUATION ON THE WEST COAST 

The speakers will be: 

Richard Neustadt, West Coast Regional Director for 
the Federal Security Administration 

Bernard G. Waring and C. Reed Cary, members of the 
A.F.S.C. Board of Directors, who have just 
r eturned from that area where they have 
been studying problems of the Japanese. 

Rabbi Wm. H. Fineshriber will be the presiding officer, and 
Theodore 0. Spauld ing will speak briefly for the Philadelphia 
Fellowship Commission. 

The American Friends Service Committee has been 
asked to cooperate with the Government in handling the 
question of the J apanese problem on the West Coast, and is 
already active in its service to this group. 
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Mr. c. Reed Carf 

April 28, 1942 

American Friends Service Committee 
20 South 12th Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Dear Friend: 

American Friends Service Committee 
Chairman . • . . . . R u • u s M. ]ONES 

{

HANN AH CLOTHIER HULL 

Vice Chairmen HAROLD EVANS 

S UMNER A. MILLS 

Treasurer . . . . . \VILLJAM R. FOGG 

Executive Secre tary, CLARENCE E. PICKETT 

Ttl,t,ho 11 , .. . Ri11 , nh o11st BJJ 2 

On Friday evening, April 24th, Miss Curtice, Secretary of 
the New York Church Committee fo"r J apanese Work, and I ·, met with 
representatives of various Japanese and Nisei organizations to 
discuss the necessity of making a survey and census of the Japanese 
in the metropolitan area . 

It was agreed that exact data was needed if we were to ob-
tain any clear picture of the condition of the community; the num
ber unemployed; those whose employment would terminate shortly, 
particularly those engaged in liquidating Japanese business, and 
who would be out of jobs in the near future, and the number receiv
ing relie~, etc. This data is to be presented to the Government 
and any private agencies interested in the Japanese situation. 

On Saturday, April 25th, the three Japanese Christian and one 
Buddhist clergymen met with us as did representatives of some 
other groups , and plans were outlinaias to how the survey should 
be conducted. Actual work has begun and several young men are now 
devoting their entire time to the matter. The clergy told their 
congregations about the matter on Sunday, news letters are being 
sent out to tell the people the reasons for the survey, and the 
Job has become a project of the whole Japanese community. 

This is really their project. I have been told that this is 
the first time all the various groups have gotten together to work 
for the whole community and I am sure they will find it a valuable 
experience. 

It seems that many of these people know of the Quakers and 
they are very grateful that the Friends are interested in their 
situation. 



Mr. c. Reed Cary #2 April 28, 1942 

Miss Curtice of the New York Church Committee for Japanese 
Work, tells me that the families of some of the men who have been 
detained have not had any word as to whe~cthey have been interned 
after they leave this area. They are naturally anxious for news. 
Mr. Correa, U.S. Attorney in New York, said that when a Japanese 
is held for internment, and after he has left Ellis Island or Camp 
Upton, he is then under the jurisdiction of the War Department, 
and that Assistant Secretary of War McCloy would be the one to 
contact on this matter. I wonder if the Service Committee couldn't 
take this matter up with Mr. McCloy and obtain the names and ad
dresses of the interned Japanese as they are sent out of the New 
York district, so that we could communicate with their families. 

~ 

I understand that most of these m~n are sent to Camp Meade in 
Maryland. They need books and possibly clothing. Are there some 
Friends in the vicinity who might investigate their needs and how 
we can help them? 

Mr. Correa is most friendly. I saw him April. 23rd; also, a 
Mr. Pennland, the F.B.I. agent who has been interested in the local 
Japanese situation. Incidentally, the F.B.I. man was glad to know 
that the Quakers were busy in New York, for he already had met some 
in Ohio and found them "intelligent, dependable, and truthful." 
Mr. Correa said that Earl Harrison of the U.S. Immigration and Nat
uralization Service in Philadelphia might be able to supply infor
ma tion regarding enemy aliens registered with that office, when I 
asked if that data could be obtained to help in the census we were 
going to undertake. It would help a lot if such data could be 
obtained. 

I will try and see each Japanese clergyman this week; I had 
lunch with one today, and will also look into several individual 
cases of Japanese that have been referred to the New York office. 
If you have any reports about the Japanese in other parts of the 
country that will interest t hese people, I should like to have than. 

Sincerely, 

~£.!(~ 
George E. Rundquist 

GER:hm 

P.S. I have seen Mr. Takagi of the Japanese American Committee for 
Democracy several times. He is wholeheartedly working for the census, 
and was present at both meetings mentioned above. 

Copy to Mary M. Rog ers 
Gilew L. Zimmerman 

G.E.R, 
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C. Reed Cary 

April 29, 1942 

American Friends Service Committee 
20 South 12th Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Dear Friend 1 

American Friends Service Committee 
Chairman . . . . . . RUFUS M. ) ONES 

{

H ANNAH CLOTHIER H ULL 

Vice Chairmen HAROLD EVANS 

SUMNER A. MILLS 

Treasurer . . . . . \VILLIAM R . FOGG 

Executive Secretary, CLARENCE E. PICKETT 

Ttl,pho11, ... Ri11,11ho111t 8552 

I saw Mr. Roku Kondo of 126 Valley Brook Avenue, Lyndhurst, New Jersey, yes
terday morning concerning work for his son. A report on the son has been 
made to Giles Zimmerman and I'll enclose a copy. However, this is concerned 
with the senior Kondo. 

He was an importer of Japanese goods. His business is being liquidated by 
the Government. He told me that creditors are taking advantage of his 
Japanese nationality and are welshing on their debts. His attorney advises 
him not to go to court because of the hostility of American juries. Nice, 
isn't it? Also, on top of that, his landlord is holding him to a lease which 
expires in 1944 or 1945, even though the Government made Mr. Kondo desist 
from carrying on his business. 

I imagine the Friends on the West Coast have run across similar situations. 
Do you know what can be done in this situation? Who can we apply to for 
relief? 

A Methodist minister, the one who referred the Kondo case to the Service 
Committee, told me he had heard of a Nisei girl in New Jersey, employed as 
a secretary in an American firm, who was fired December 8th. She had been 
with this firm four or five years and had been accepted as an equal by her 
co-workers. Mr. Alexander said he had heard that she cursed her Japanese 
parentage - she wasn 't responsible for the nationality of her parents. I 
have asked Mr. Alexander to get her name and address for me and I will get 
in touch with the young lady if possible. 

John Judk.yn has just phoned that a shipment of clothing can be sent to Europe 
and wishes me to help on it. 

I shall keep you informed of anything of interest. 

Sincerely, £ 

Oeorge~ quis~ GER/hm 
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May 5 , 1942 

• George E. Rundqui st 
A~erioan Friends Service Committee 
Refugee Sec tion 
139 Centre Street ■ 
New Yor k 01 ty . 

Dear Friend : 

■ 

■ • 
I 

I do not know what to say about Mr . Roku Kondo whose abuse 
1s described in your le tter of Apr11 29 . I wou1 d suggest, 
however , that 1t would be hi ghly desirable if the services 
of one or more Quaker l awyers might be ooopted for such oases. 
I am not sufficien tly fam111ar with the personnel o~ New York 
Quakerdom to give you names, but I wou l d suggest tha t you 
get in touch with Hollingsworth Wood (whose law off i ces are 
at 103 Park Avenue ) and see if he does not have some suggestions . 
I feel sure that there must be some young Fri ends wit h legal 
background who are not over- burdened w1 t h law oases who m1eht 
volunteer t o step into the breach, i f such oases as t hat of 
Ur . Kondo were brought to their attention. The Government 
should take the respons1b111ty of preventing such extortion 
as 1s being pra.ct1aed on Kondo. Practically, howeyer) it does 
not work out tha t way . I f 1t 1s going t o be prevented 1t wi l l 
have t o be dona by such people as ourselve s . 

It wan a great aource of sat1sfaot1on to lenrn that t he cloth
ing for Europe got on shipboard safel y . ~e certainly appreci
ate· the work wh1oh you 1n New York have done . 

• 

CRC:LBT ■ 

• 
■ 

■ 

■ 

■ . 

■ 

Very truly yours, 

O. Reed Cary 

■ 

■ 

.. 
■ 
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Aaer1cen Mends Servio• Coam1ttee 
1~9 Centre Street 

1.t.o. 
Tos Q!,le!. L. Ziuel'IWl • y. 
Repcrt on BlROSJn ram:,o 

126 Valley Brook Avenue 
L,ndhurst, New Jersey 

April 29, l.942 

Thie case was referred to the A.F.,S.O. bf Rev. Gross w. Alexander, pastor 
or the Lyndhurst l!ethodist Church, Lyndhurst, New Jersey. 

~honed "r. Alexander Monday tven1ng, April 27th, and made appointaent tor 
~esday A.tr!. 

llr. Alexander gave me the background ot the tamUy ae he knn it and we 
made the call together. 

&ku lfondo, rather or IU.rosh1, was in the import business 1n lfew Iork Oit;r. 
R1s bus1ness 1s 1n process or 11qu1dat1on by the u.a. Oovemment. He was 
very cord.1al and fr1endl;n :said ha had seen me Monday afternoon at the ffa 
tork Church Committee tor Japanese Work. He bad heard or the Quakers• work 
on the West Coaet and waa very happy that the Quak•rs were working 1n the 
last as well. He had tome problems or h1a own which we diecw,aed and wb1oh 
I wUl cover 1n a letter to Reed Cary. . Be 1a a Buddhist. Bis wife 1e a 
member of the Lyndhuret Methodist Church. The tamU,, 11 intelligent, the 
home •tmosphe:re seemed unusually pleasant, !'riendly end sympathetic. Be
sides the parent8, the ta11Uy conaists of three eons, one at Oornell study
ing med1c1ne, Hiroshi and a younger boy who expeote to enter Cornell 1n the 
fall. 

B1roah1 Kondo was bom at 0111'fs1de Park, New Jers,y, Nove■ber 20, 1919. 
His family moved to t.,ndhuret 1n 1922; they own their home which is attrac
tive, eurrounded by a small but well kept garden. 

Hiroshi attended public schools at lqtndhurat, graduated B.A., 1940 at 
Le,'f'a1atta Univerait;r, Easton, Pa., he majored 1n lecban1cal Engineering. 
J'or the first ti,o 1eare his marks were above 90, thffll he became a member 
.of Phi Kappa Psi Fraternity and hie marks ~ffered, but he had no d1f't'ioult) 
getting by. ~ 

Be had a breakdown almost 1oed1ately after graduation, and spent six months 
1n a sanitariUII - mentally Ul. I bel1eve the 'breakdown was ocoasioned b1 
a growing realization ot the hostility- to Japan and an awareness that he 
was differtllD trom his fellows, his skin was 1ellow. 

Arter recovering h1s health 1n the earl7 part or 1941, he worked tor b1e 
rather about tour months. Th• bus1nes• tell ott and he was dropped fro. 
the payroll. 11th the exception ot one Job which lasted about ten daye, 
he has not bad any other work. 
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He 1a a well set up young man, wt light - weighs 130 pound.a. Be aeaa to 
be all right phye&cal.17. Be 1a shy and J'Herved, and more ■o than ever 
81nc1 December 7th. I believe he could be really useful on a f lll'II atter 
he gets his bearings and a more cheerful frame of mind. He hesitates to go 
out 1n public, feela that everyone 1a agawt him. lle needs a c.hanga ot 
atmosphere and scenery. Be would need cloae supervision and trlendl.y hand
lina and sympath.y. 

fa:, 1s not particularl-7 a consideration at thb time. He needs a n• out
look and friends. 

I believe you can lw:ldle th1a case better than I can, as Jobs at"e scarce 1n 
fie.v York and. the ho11tll1t7 to Japanese 1a strong. I ot course shall be • 
glad to follow this up and do whatever you suggest, but tbis time I think 
til1a will have to be your burden. 

Oood luck. 

Oeorge E. Rtmdq\11.et 

Oopy to C. Reed Cary / 
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Dea r Friend: 

May 8, 1942 

American Friends Service Committee 
Chairman . . . . . . R UFUS J\f. ]ONES 

{

HANN AH CLOTHIER HULL 

Vice Chairmen HARO LD EVANS 

S UM NER A. MILLS 

Treasurer . . . . . \VJLLIAM R. F OGG 

Executive Secretary, CLARENCE E. PICKETT 

T,/,p ho 111., , R i t tt nhou u 8 5 52 

Enclosed is a questionnaire and letter that is being sent out 
by the sponsoring organizations for the survey of the Japanese 

--~l!D.!..t~. Actual work has begun; a number of the questionnaires 
are being mailed out with the request that they are returned by 
May 23rd. On those that are slow in coming in, a follow-up will 
be made by personal calls for the information. Thie questionnaire 
is being sent to each person seventeen years of age or over. 

From this I think we will have a pretty fair picture of the needs 
·of the community and the commercial skills they have to off er. • 
I attended a meeting last night with the group that is in charge 
of this project, and it was good to see them working together 
intelligently and enthusiastically, and a.gain I was impressed 
that this is the first time the Japanese~community is working to
gether as a group. 

Yestera.ay I ca lled upon Yoichi Hiraoka out a t Flushing. He was 
on the National Broadcasting System radio for ten years as a solo 
xzylophonist .•.. he was let go December 8th. He has appeared as 
guest soloist several times with the Philharmonic Orchestra (New 
York), with the N.B.C. Symphony, and the Rochester, N.Y. Symphony 
Orchestra. He has many friends in musical circles who have tried 
to influence the Broadca sting Company to reinstate him, but appar
ently being an enemy alien they won•t consider it. Incidentally, 
Mayor La Guardia in March had Mr. Hiraoka play his xzylophone over 
the radio before he made his address, and again afterwards, to 
show his friendship for him. The neighbors in the apartments 
around where this man lives also got up a petition which was sent 
to the N.B.C., so you see the people have been interested in him 
but it hasn•t resulted in any jobs ... With this exception: His 
milkman, who delivers milk to his door every day, felt concerned 
about him and he has arranged for Hiraoka to give a concert at 
the First Methodist Church in Richmond Hill, Long Island, on 
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Tuesday evening, May 12th. After the church expenses for opening 
the auditorium have been paid, Hiraoka will receive up to $50, and 
any surplus will then go to the church for its general use. So you 
see that if people know the Japanese, they soon lose their suspi
cions and are willing to pitch in and help. I ~hink I could kiss 
the milkman! 

There is a lot of show talent in New York amongst the Japanese -
singers, dancers, musicians and acrobats. I have been wondering 
if it might not be possible to organize a troup amongst these 
people that might be sponsored by the Governmen~o~tertain and 
keep up the morale of the Japanese who are and sa.v& n evacuated, 
the same as was done by the Government with the c.c.c. camps· when 
troupe of entertainers went from camp to camp giving performances 
to relieve the boredom and give the men something to laugh at. 
Do you know anyone who might be interested in helping on such a 
project? Do you think I am crazy in hoping that such a project 
might be feasible? 

I have seen several men who want to work on farms, and I am going 
to get in touch with Lee Rushmore, a Quaker, who has a farm at 
Roslyn, Long Island, and see if he can possibly employi them. I 
am also going to present these names to the U.S. Employment Office 
with the hope that we can get some results. 

This afternoon the New York Church Committee for Japanese Work is 

\

to meet, at which a report of the work done so far by the Committee 
will be given. I wonder if you wouldn't arrange to come to New 
York some time later and meet with some of these people. It seems 
to me that we ought to get together and organize a program with 
the various church groups interested in the Japanese, such as the 
Congregational Board, the Methodist Board, and other church Boards 
who may be members of this Committee but apparently aren't using 
the Church Committee as a clearing house for information. In this 
way we can all pull together and exert whatever influence we have 
with the Government to relieve the condition of these people as we 
become more familiar with it. 

ger/hm 

Copy to Mary M. Rogers 
Giles L. Zimmerman 

Cordially, 

~G.'{7~ 
George E. Rundquist 
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Dear Friends 

May 12, 1942 

American Friends Service Committee 
Chairman . . . . . . R uFus M. }ONES 

{

H ANNAH CLOTHIER H U LL 

Vice Chairmen HAROLD EVANS 

SUMNER A. MILLS 

Treasurer . . . . . \V ILL I AM R. FOGG 

Executive Secreta r y, CLARENCE E. PICKETT 

T , / ,pho11t .. . R illt nhou s, 8))2 

Enclosed is some correspondence received from Floyd Schmoe of the Seattle 
office and Andrew T. Hasegawa, Japanese student on the West Coast, which 
is self-expl anatory. I understand that you are handling these matters . 

I have been wondering whether or not it might not be worthwhile for me to 

\

try and see General Drum, commanding officer on tnis coast, to inquire 
whether or not he knows of any plans to evacuate the Japanese alien or Nisei. 
I t is so hard to pl an or start anything with the thought in mind that these 
people will be evacuated shortly. I f I could receive some assurance from 
General Drum that no evacuation is planned, I would feel a little f r eer. Do 
you have any objection to my calling upon General Drum? 

In the event of evacuati on, I will try - and have started already - to get 
together a group of people who will visit and work with the Japanese , such 
as the Inter-Racial Committee and the Peace and Service Committees of the 
New York City Meetings, and any others that mi ght be concerned. I t seems 
to me wise tr:»acquaint t he Japanese )G1ith our people so that they will feel 
free to call upon them in case of need. 

Now I think I have covered what I have on my mind at the moment. 

Sincerely, 

~:/!.~ 
ger/hm 

Copy to Mary M. Rogers 
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American Friends ~~rvtce 
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Ne\v York C1 ty 

• 
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I quote from the Special Information Bulletin sent by you, and 
published by the National Refugee Service:;<. 

"The entire Eastern seaboard will shortly be designated as a mil-
itary area wi th the Ar-my tnklng control of shore lighting and re
gulation of enemy aliens for defense purposes, 1t was announced 
on Sunday , April 26 by Lieutenant General Hugh A. Drum, command
ing general of the Eastern Def ense Co~mn.nd and First Army . General 
Drum is authorized to prescribe auoh areas by the Secretary of 
War, under an executive order issued by the President on February 19.• 

This should be given muoh weight even t hough, as your footnote in
dicates, Attorney General Biddle made a oontrad1ctory statement 
that there would be no evacuation. Before the West Coast evacuation 
a similar statement was made by the Attorney General's office. 
We have for several weeks understood that this action was probable 
but ,1naSlhuoh as the information was conf1dent1al,have kept 1t to 
ourselves . However, as the Bulletin ia o1roulated to a large mail
ing 11st it is evidently common property now . 

I am returning the letters denl1ng with Andrew Hasegawa as you may 
need them . It would a ppear, however, that 1t would be nost unwise. 
to transport Japanese noross the oont1nent only to h?ve them in
terned after t hey get here. 

In referenoe t o your letter of May 8, al though 1t is probnble that 
all J p,panese in the New York area will be removed to ca"1p!3 at no 
very distant date I th1nk it is well to go forward w1th the survey 
of the Japanese community and e1m1lar p1eoes or work ao was done 
by t he ttary Knoll Fathers 1n southern California. The good Fathers 
were highly praised by the Government off1o1ale work1n~ on the 
evacua tion, it being said that theirs was the best piece or work 
that nny 1nd1v1dua1 un1t had done . 

Your story concern1ne Yo1ch1 Hiraoka. is oerta1nly a good one. 
I am passing this on t o our Publicity Department and I think that 
they may make ou t of 1t some naterial for one or our t:\iblicat ions. 

Ve_ry sincerely, 

C. Reed Cary 
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Dear Friends 

June 9, 1942 

FOREIGN SERVICE SECTION 

Chairman, WILLIAM EVES, 3rd 
Secretary, JAMES G. VAIL 

REFUGEE COMMITTEE 
Chairman, D. ROBERT YARNALL 
Secretary, MARY M. ROGERS 
Consultant, HERTHA KRAUS 

Enclosed you will find a check for ~25. 00 and the note and clipping that 
accompanies it. I am going to write Dorothy Bess and thank her, and I 
wish you would, too. Her stationery and address look as though she might 
be able to help a little bit more later on. I t might not be a bad idea 
to send her reports on the Japanese work as we go along, as that will keep 
her interest alive. 

There is a rumor going around that the colleges in Pennsylvania have been 
ordered by the Army not to talce graduate students - that possibly may also 
include studBnts of Japanese ancestry. The source of this rumor is Kenichi 
Nakamura who is a graduate student at the University of Pennsylvania and 
who is known to Giles Zimmerman. Oan you help us to clear this up? 

You will be interested in the story of a young Japane~e-American girl who 
was a student at the Juilliard School of Afu.sic in New York. At the end of 
the term she wished U!Dreturn to her parents who were in an evacuation 
center in the State of Washington. She called upon us for advice as to 

m at arrangements were necessary to make for rejoining her family. We 
wired t he Seattle office for information and got a reply saying that she 
would not be allowed to enter that area and to try and induce her to remain 
in the East at least until mid-summer, when there was a possible chance tha:t 
her family might be relocated in I daho. We hustled around, got a job for 
the young lady at Wallingford, Connecticut. She left New York Tuesday 
night, June 2nd, and the next day we had a phone call from the people she 
was going to work for, telling us that this girl (Hideko Tsuboi) was in
sistent and determined to r ejoin her family at all costs. She left 
Wallingford on Thursday morning, presumably to come to New York, and we 
hoped that we would have some word from her. As we haven't heard from her 
so far, I gather that she left immediately for Seattle. This young gi~l 
had not seen her mother for several years; the last time she was home her 
mother was on a visit to Japan. The difficulties that her family were 
experiencing and her homesickness were too much for her to bear. When I 
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tell people this story, I am frequently met with the remark 11lt1 s too bad, 
but this is war. 11 I think that a f ew more experiences of this kind with 
American citizens will make a confirmed Pacifist of me. War or no war, we 
have no right to treat Americans the way this young girl has been treated -
prohibited from seeing her family, and no one being concerned about how 
this girl should live decently • 

. Regarding my phone call last Friday about permission to visit Ellis Island 
and move freely amongst the Japanese, we have been unable to get such per
mission. We can see an individual but that wonldn1 t be enough to allow us 
to render the Friendly services that we had hoped we could to these people 
before they left our shores forever. 

Our census and survey is now about complete; results are being tabulated 
and I will hope to send you a copy of the results in a week or ten days. 
It is taking rather long because there have been so many interruptions and 
disturbances in the minds of these young people who have been doing the 
actual work. 

Sincerely, 

ger/'nm 
enc. 

copy to Mary M. Rogers 
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Executive Secretary, CLARENCE E. PICKETT 

June 10, 1942 

20 South 12th Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Dear Reed Caryl 

Chairman, RUFUS M. JONES 
Treasurer, WILLIAM R. FOGG 

Vice Chairmen 
D. ROBERT YARNALL 

HANNAH CLOTHIER HULL 
SUMNER A. MILLS 

FOREIGN SERVICE SECTION 

Chairman, W ILLIAM EVES, 3rd 
Secretary, JAMES G. VAIL 

REFUGEE COMMITTEE 
Chairman, D. ROBERT YARNALL 
Secretary, MARY M. ROGERS 
Consultant, HERTHA KRAUS 

I t seems th.at we are always upset, and the things I have on my mind to 
tell you are being put off until I have settled dovm - but here goesa 

You will recall I wrote you about Y. Hiraoka, the xyl ophone pl ayer whose 
milkman sponsored a church concert. Hiraoka , because of inabi lity to 
obta.iri employment, is returning to Japan. Again, the Kondos of Lyndhurst, 
New J ersey - the father who was having business diffi cul t i es, the son 
mentally sick and needing work in the country, particularly with Friends -
this family also is returning to J apan because of lack of opportunity 
not only for the boy we were concerned with but two other sons who will 
have the same situation to face as l ong as the war continues. None of 
these people wish to return to Japan, but all doors were closed and ap
parently they thought it wisest to be repatriated. 

There are many other families, of course, who have had the same decisions 
to make as these people, but because you knew of them I thought you would 
find these comments of interest. 

ger/hm 

P. S. Would you please l et me have by return mail the tel ephone number 
of Dorothy Bess, 575 Park Avenue, n.Y. , whose contrib.ition we forwarded 
to you yesterday. The number is noted on her stationery but does not 
appear in the New York directory. 



c. Reed O&r7 
20 Sou.th 12th 8tr•\ 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Dear RHda 

ltJl7 29, 1942 

I u oonoemed about a Mr. GUobS T~ wbo 1.e 1ntvmd at Cap L1"1ngaton, 
Louieiana. Ir. Tanaka has been 1n th• O'nited Stat•• since 1ebNart 28, 
1917. He has bec apl.oyed a1 a w.tler and valet moet ot the time. Jle ~ 
ried in 1923 Ruby ft-anoee Oliver, who •ea born 1n laport, lbod• lalan4 on 
Mar U, 1897, the daugbter ot Edgar•• Oliver, a nat1w ot 11&1u. a., her 
Tanaka had two ohild.ren1 a daughter, now 11, and a son, a. 
I understand 'l'aneka proV14ed ver, '"1.l tor h1a taan.,, was a eood bwtband 
and f'ath•, stead7 1n hle hebit■, -1icl apparently hae the atteot1on end lo~• -rfrn-1~ 
ot h1• tally. He wu working tor Oeorge Oordon ot 1009 •at Anaue, - ~ n ~ 
Bocheater, Rew York, and bad gone with 11:r'• Oordoo to lliaai tor the wintv. ~ 
Be wae t.here at the out~eak ot the war, wae p1oked up, and I Smegine ha 
•w,t have been giver1 aoae kind or a hearing - With· the reaw.t that be 1• now 
1n l.ou1e1ana arter having bet111 shirted from plaoe to plac•• Be cm be ad-
dressed as tollowe1 1 81-6-9-J-20-0 1, 2nd Internawit Oaap 1920, Oup 
L1vingst.on, Louisiana. u.s. Attom97 Herbert Phillipa at. Tapa, '1.or1da 
handled the Tanaka •ttar. 
lr9■ Taneka bas trle4 to obtain traa 4ttom.e.,-Oeneral Biddle intoruts.on aa 
to WhJ her lmaband ••• interned, 'bllt ab• ha• bad no luck. ldnrd J. Bnni• 
hae replied tQ her lettva but he ha• beeG Juat ae ncn-oo1111ittal. I wndC' 
1t" there 1a azu,tb1ng you could do to halp ua blow the tao-ta 1n th1a oaae, 
and whether or not n can do anyth1.ng \o help this un gain b19 freedoa • 
ttaat he aa.r reJoi!l h1a taally. 

lfrta. Tanaka tor a while had t-o acoept rellef bllt eh• ba• now gottea a Job 
1Jh1ch paya $14 per week. •• have aecuNd a Job tor the daughta dl1r1n& the 
8UJlll9r wh1oh pqa tlO per week. The daughter will have to return to aobool 
1n th9 tall. In order 1lo help turther, the •• fork Cbul'ob Collld. ttee h now 
going to use the t.birteen--7ear old bo7 to ftlD errande and olaan up th• 
off'lcea, tor whioh he wlll receive t& per week. 

I ehould creatl.T apprec1at• hearing trom you. 1D tbi• ••ter. Thank 7CJU tor 
all TCAJr help. 

• S1Daentl.7, 
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Chairman, RUFUS M. JONES 
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I have a rather peculiar matter which has come up and which I need help 
on. 

One of our very able Nisei, Akira Hayashi, has asked me if I could help 
his brother Mitsuru Hayashi, who lives at 2832 Fairmount Avenue, Atlantic 
City, who wishes to get in the United States Army but is seemingly having 
some difficulty. You may kno~ someone in Atlantic City who could follow 
this up and see what might be done. !:it suru is in Class 1-A, Order #2019. 
He is re@istered at the Local Draft Board#6 at 2314 Pacific Avenue, in 
Atlantic City. The Board members ares 

Dean B. Crawford, President 
Julian Hillman, Vice-President 
John R. Wilson, Secretary 

The Nisei around New York are quite disturbed because there hasn't been 
one of them accepted for military service in the past five or six months. 
A number of them have expressed not only their willingness but a desire 
to participate in the war effort on the same basis as any other citizen. 
This case, however, is the first where a request has been made for 
assistance; that is the reason I am passing the buck to you. 

ger/h'f!J. 




